
Kharge may have
upper hand in race
for Cong prez post

ADITI PHADNIS
New Delhi, 30 September

Senior Congress leader
from Karnataka
Mallikarjun Kharge (80)

filed his nomination for the
electionofCongresspresident
as Digvijaya Singh withdrew
from the race.

The contest for the post
would now be between
Kharge, Shashi Tharoor and
KNTripathi,whowasa former
Jharkhandminister.

Nominations for the post
of Congress president closed
at 3 pm on Friday and results
will bedeclaredonOctober 19.
Withdrawals arepossible till 8
October.

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot was being seen
as a frontrunner in the race
before he opted to pull out
aftermeetingSoniaGandhion

Thursday. Tharoor’s chances
are rated lowwithin theparty,
with Kharge emerging as the
‘official’ candidate. But
Tharoor ruled out withdraw-
ing from the race.“He is
Bhishma Pitamah of
Congress, no disrespect to
him. I will represent my
ideas,” he said in his contest
withKharge.

“Congress should be a
party for change. We hope to
strengthen the party and take
the country forward,” he said,
after filing his nomination for
the post of Congress pres-
ident. The Congress leader
issuedhis 'manifesto' andsaid
he got signatures of party
workers from a dozen states.

Kharge, aDalit,whohad to
struggle his entire life, has a
good record of winning elec-
tions. Barring the Lok Sabha
election in 2019, when he lost

his home borough, Gulbarga,
to the BJP, he has never lost
an election.

He won from Gurmitkal
assembly constituency in
Karnatakanine times ina row
beforeheplunged into theLok
Sabha poll arena in 2009. He
won from Karnataka’s
Gulbarga in 2014 when the
tidewasagainst theCongress.

He was leader of the
Congress in the Lok Sabha in
2014 though not recognised
by Speaker SumitraMahajan.
This is because the Congress
could get only 44 seats. Itwas
required to get at least 55
seats or 10per cent of the total
strengthof theHouse toqual-
ify for the position of Leader
ofOpposition.Hewas chosen
as the leader of theopposition
in the Rajya Sabha. Kharge
began life as a trade
union lawyer.

Working on law to
promote ease of
doing biz: Goyal
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Friday said the ministry was
working on a law to
decriminalise certain
provisions to promote ease
of doing business. A Bill in
this regard is expected to be
introduced in the
forthcoming winter session
of Parliament, he added.
The minister urged the
industry to "quickly" give
feedback on reducing
compliances and
decriminalising unnecessary
sections. PTI

TheMinistryofRoadTrans-
portandHighways hasasked
states toexpediteworkon
thepublic transport tracking
system,whichwas
introduced for thesafetyof
womenandchildrenunder
theNirbhayascheme,
minutesof theannual
meetingof theTransport
DevelopmentCouncil
revealed. Launched in2020,
thevehicle location tracking
andemergencybutton
policy forpublic transport
was rolledoutafter yearsof
delay. DHRUVAKSH SAHA

THIRD VANDE BHARAT ON TRACK
ALL IN A DAY

Gas prices at
record levels
after40%hike
SUBHAYAN CHAKRABORTY
New Delhi, 30 September

The government raised the
prices of natural gas by 40
per cent to record levels on
Friday.Thedecision, takenat
the government's biannual
exercise for fixing the rates
for the next six months, will
take effect fromOctober 1.

Thiswould leadtoasteep
increase in higher rates for
Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG),andpipednaturalgas
(PNG), which has in the last
one year risen by over
70per cent.

Thelatesthike is thethird
increase in gas rates since
April 2019 and comes on the
back of firming benchmark
internationalprices.Thegov-
ernmenthadindicatedprices
of gas would rise since
global headwinds were
reducing supply.

An escalating war in
Ukraine and global uncer-
tainties have led to the price
of gas skyrocketing as major
producer Russia faces global
financialsanctions.Alsocon-
tinuing shortage in the
number of available gas
transporters have led to dis-
ruptions in thesupplychain.

The Petroleum Planning
and Analysis Cell, under the
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, on Friday said
natural gas being produced
fromdiscoveries indeepand
ultra-deep water and high
pressure, high temperature
areas would now reach the
price ceiling of $12.46 per
Metric Million British
Thermal Unit (mmbtu) till
March 31, 2023.

More importantly, the
rate paid for gas produced
from old fields was hiked
$8.57 per mmbtu from the
current$6.1permillion.This
type of gas makes up for
about two-thirds of all gas
produceddomestically.

This includesdifficultand
newer fields operated by
RelianceIndustriesandpart-
nerBP in theKGbasin.
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PrimeMinisterNarendraModi onFriday flaggedoff the
Gandhinagar-MumbaiVandeBharat Express, the third such
trainof theCentre’s railwayproject, calling the combination
of the train andAhmedabadMetro apillar toGujarat’s
economic success PHOTO: PTI

Expedite Nirbhaya
transport safety
works, states told

SeniorCongress leadersMallikarjunKharge (left) andShashiTharoor file nomination for the
post of partypresident, atAICCheadquarters inNewDelhi onFriday PHOTO: PTI

Monsoon
endswith6%
excess rain

Thesouthwestmonsoonofficialendedthe2022
seasonwithacumulativerainfallof925
millimeters,whichis6percentmorethan
normal.Therainsthatstartedonamoderatenote
inJuneis,however,notexpectedtogoawayina
hurry.

AccordingtothelatestforecastbyIndia
MeteorologicalDepartment(IMD),acyclonic
circulationovertheBayofBengal,triggeredbya
remnantweathersystemofsupertyphoonNoru,
issettodelaythemonsoonwithdrawal.

MrutyunjayMohapatra,directorgeneralof
IMD,saidthewithdrawalofthemonsoon,which
beganonSeptember20,waslikelytobestalledtill
October13,duetotheexistenceoftheweather
systemoverUttarPradeshandMadhyaPradesh.
Thiswasafourthsuccessiveyearforthecountryto
havewitnessedgoodmonsoonrainsandthelate
rallyoverGangeticplainsisexpectedtohelp
farmersduringtheRabiseason,themetdepart-
menthoped. MohapatrasaidtheSeptember
rainssaw224stationsreportingveryheavyrainfall
events(115.6mmto204mm)and22extremely
heavy(morethan204.5mm). SANJEEB MUKHERJEE

MONSOON IN NUMBERS
> June1toSep30: 925mm,
up6%fromaverage

>Numberofdistrictswith
deficientrainfall*:28%

>FinalKharifacreage:
110.27mnhectares,down0.85%
fromlastyear

>FinalPaddyacreage:
40.28mnhectares,down
4.76%fromlastyear

>Reservoir levels**: 154.18BCM,
108%oflastyear’s livestorage

>Kharif foodgrainsoutput***:
149.92milliontonnes,
down3.92%fromlastyear
*Out of 703 districts
**As on September 29, 2022 in Billion Cubic
Meters (BCM)
***According to first advanced estimate
Source: IMD, Agriculture Minister and Central
Water Commission

Latesurgeinrainsmay
hitstandingpaddy,
cotton,soybeancrops


